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Spend “A Peaceful Night”

on Wednesday, December 21,

at 7 PM
By Pastor Bill

Let’s be honest, the Christmas Season can be
rough. The pressure is on. We have shopping to
do, preparations to make, events to plan, and
special, activities at church. All of it can leave us
drained and exhausted. We are encouraged to be
joyful, happy, filled with energy and life, but
sometimes we’re just not there.

For some, Christmas can be especially tough.
Maybe you’ve lost a loved one or are going
through a break-up. Maybe you lost your job or
have to spend Christmas far away from special
family members or friends. Maybe a loved one is
hurting or you, yourself, are ill. Maybe you’re just
feeling a little lost and exhausted.

The beauty of the Christmas story is that it
speaks of the presence of a God who comes to us
in the midst of our brokenness and pain. The irony
is that we feel so much pressure to be filled with
joy, joy, joy and act happy, happy, happy that we
miss the peace and comfort that Christmas can
bring.

What if we could just stop for a little while and
let the peace and beauty of Christmas wash over
us? What if we could enter the story without a lot
of fanfare or noise and no pressure to act the
“right” way or to say the “right” things?

On December 21, the longest night of the year,
we invite you to come and find rest for your soul.
Hear the story told in Scripture and in the gentle
Christmas Carols of old. Let the light of the
candles and the light of Christ, fill your heart.

Don’t miss

By Susan Robinson 

The Celebration Choir and our Drama Team, including the
middle-school Sunday School class, will present a powerful
musical, Searching for the King, this holiday season. This
dynamic contemporary story parallels the biblical story,
delivering a message as powerful as the prophets and as
relevant as today’s headlines.

We’ll see the Wise Men, as they follow the Star of Bethle-
hem, and a soldier, stationed in the Middle East 2,000 years
later, who is looking up at the stars. They are both searching for
the truth, and they both find it at the foot of the manger. We
feel sure this production will deliver the heart of Christmas to
our congregation and community. Please join us on Friday,
December 9, 7 PM; Saturday, December 10, 6 PM; or Sunday,
December 11, 6 PM. Admission is free, and a Nursery is provided.

Our kids play a vital role

in celebrating the
Christmas Season

By Irene Phillips, Sunday School Superintendent 

Each Sunday during Advent, Christ
Church Sunday School children will
participate with Pastor Bill at the 9:45
AM Advent Wreath Lighting, beginning
with Jim Jester and Dee Shaver’s 4-5-year-old class. 

On Sunday, December 11, children and teachers alike will be
dressed in their favorite PJ’s, as part of Ruth Hastings and
Sandy Ramses’ 4th and 5th grade class’ special “PJ’s for
Christmas” project to help needy children in our community. 

Bob Robison’s Middle School Youth class will portray a live
nativity during the Christmas musical on December 9 – 11. 

On Sunday, December 18, at 3 PM, children of all ages from
our Sunday School program will present the Christmas play “A
Mouse Christmas,” under the direction of Carol Alex, followed
by a church-wide Christmas dinner, in Fellowship Hall. Plan to
be a part of our children’s celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ!
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Puppets to visit ATRIA

on December 4
By Sandy and John Millenberg,

ATRIA Chairpersons

November’s discussion topics
were Thanksgiving, autumn leaves,
and turkeys, and we couldn’t leave
without singing “Jesus Loves Me” -
TWICE this time! It was great to
have Jane and Dallas Roach and
Ruth Ann Andrews join us.
December 4 is going to be great
fun for the residents. The Christ
Church Puppets are coming to sing
Christmas Carols.

To accommodate the puppeteers’
schedule, we will meet at the main
entrance to Atria at 2:30 PM (an
hour later than usual). If you’d like
to join us and have your heart
warmed for Christmas, meet us on
Sunday, December 4, at 2:30 PM. 

It’s been a rewarding

Fall for Salisbury

Urban Ministries
By Jane and Dallas Roach,

CUMC Representatives to SUM

Tickets for SUM’s Applebee’s
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser,
December 10, 8 - 10 AM, will be
on sale the weekend of December 3
- 4. They are $6, with $4 from each
ticket going directly to SUM. They
will also be available at the door.
Take the family out to breakfast
before you go Christmas shopping!

Our recent “Care for the Cause”
Fundraiser netted $1897. Thanks to
everyone from Christ Church who
supported this event.

In October, 417 bags of food were
distributed, and we saw 36 new
clients. We need volunteers to bag
food on Tuesdays and Thursdays
and to help supervise the Welcome
Center for men on Saturdays.

On December 21, at 6 PM, at
Wesley Temple UMC, on West
Road, the Kid’s Café children will
present the play, All I Want for

Christmas. Please come out and
support the kids, they have worked
very hard on this presentation.

Kid’s Café makes a difference!
One of our kids was discouraged
over her grades in Algebra (D);
however, with help from our staff
and hard work on her part, her last
two test scores were A’s. One of
our first graders was acting up in
school and at home. We encour-
aged his mom and grandmom to
talk to school administration and
his teacher. The decision was made
to move him up a grade - he was
bored. Now he is doing much
better. Kid’s Café is dedicated to
providing whatever resources it can
to help improve the kids’ home and
academic lives.

Thank you for your ongoing
support of our programs. May you
and your families have a blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year! …
from Rev. Ron Bell, Executive
Director, and SUM Staff, Pam
Alexander, Wynette Curtiss,
Priscilla Jackson, and Dawn Shores.

Annual Prayer Vigil

to be held on

New Year’s Eve
By Donna Blackwell (and Wikipedia)

New Year’s Eve is Wednesday,
December 31 … the final day of
the Gregorian year. It is frequently
celebrated with parties and social
gatherings spanning the transition
of the year at midnight. Many
cultures use fireworks and other
forms of noise-making in part of
the celebration. Some of the cities
most well-known for their
celebrations include Edinburgh,
Sydney, Toronto, and Moscow.
Salisbury is known for the Prayer
Vigil, held at Christ Church from 4
PM until midnight.

A Watch Night service is a time
for giving thanks for the blessings
of the outgoing year and praying
for divine favor during the
upcoming one. Watch Night can be
traced back to a sect of Christians
known as the Moravians, who held
the first Watchnight Service in
Herrnhut, Saxony, in 1732. The
practice was later adopted by John
Wesley, the founder of Methodism.

Our Prayer Vigil is not a typical
Watch Night observance; yet it is a
time to come to the church to pray.
Enjoy the stillness and quiet that
the Sanctuary offers. Stay as long
as you like. This is the perfect time
and place to meditate on the year
passing away, to bring your
concerns and leave them at the foot
of the Cross, and to start 2012 with
the calmness that God brings.

What’s your

“Purse-onality”?

Well, you can find out on
February 4, from 9 AM – 2 PM, as
we enjoy a time of female fun,
fellowship, and food!

All women are welcome. More
details coming soon!



Stewardship

demonstrated at the

Fall Festival
By Paul and Irene Phillips,

Fall Festival Chairpersons

Once again, we have put away
our Fall Festival aprons for another
year. A special “thank you” to each
person who contributed to the
success of this annual event. 

Christ Church’s reputation of a
strong supportive membership is
widely recognized in the
community, and Fall Festival 2011
was yet another testimony to this
fact. The donations of time, talent,
and treasure by the 75+ volunteers
were a reminder of the powerful
commodity we have at our disposal
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Thank you to … Carol Alex,
Donna Anderson, Ruth Ann
Andrews, Debbie Bailey, Donald
and Mable Ball, Vivian Blakelock,
Danny and Terri Boggs, Shirley
Brannock, Jeanette Brown, Mary
Brown, Karen Cannon, Charlie and
Gayle Carey, Ruth Carter, Dawn
Cheney, Katrina and Logan
Condron, Donna Culver, Fritz
Danielus, Darlene Detroy, Glen
Dodson, Grace Ellis, Marie
Forcillo, Bill and Patty Green, Mat
Griffin, Judy Grim, Bill and Linda
Gsell, Barbara Hanson, Joan
Harrison, Gary and Jacquie Hutson,
Andy and Sally Irwin, Amy Jester,
Sandy Jackson, Steve Kambarn,
Brian and Laura Karch, Dick and
Anna Larmore, Hannah Littleton,
Jani Long, Al and Lorraine Lynch,
Wayne and Marilyn Marshall, Greg
McGoogan, Donna and Jim
Meagher, Janie Melvin, Eunice
Mills, Herman and Marg Mitchell,
Ruth Owens, Jake Parsons, Alanna
Phillips, Mary Rhodes, Jane Roach,
Iris Reynolds, Susan and Tom
Robinson, Bob Robison, Eleanor
Ryman, George Shorter, Katie
Simms, Debbie Smith, Carolyn
Sprinkle, Dave and Deb Stewart,
Cal and Darla Thomas, Calvin and
Jean Turner, Brittany Wilson, Don
Wright, bakers, white elephant
contributors, book donors, and
attendees!!

Ring in the holiday

season with a

“Couple” of activities!
By Andy and Sally Irwin,

Couples Chairpersons

I hope everyone plugged in
somewhere for small groups and
enjoyed the study 30 Days to Live.

What a blessing! Speaking of
blessings, we hope every one had a
blessed Thanksgiving with family
and loved ones.

It’s hard to believe that it is
December, “the most wonderful
time of the year”! Let’s get into
that Christmas spirit for what has
become our annual trip to Ocean
City, Maryland, to enjoy the
beautiful festive lights.

We will meet at the church at
6:45 PM, on Friday, December 2,
to carpool to Ocean City. The
lights are at Northside Park, on
125th Street. For those of you who
have never been, it’s a lot of fun. It
costs $4 per person for a tram ride
through the lights - NO WALK-
ING!! Afterwards, we head to
Dumsers to have some delicious
treats!!

Singles who would like to attend,
please feel free to join us. And
couples, if your significant other
can’t attend, please feel welcome to
come anyway. We want this to be a
time of fun and fellowship —
enjoying each other’s company as
we welcome in the Christmas
season! Hope to see you there!

And don’t forget to attend the
Christmas musical, “Searching for
the King,” the weekend of
December 9-11. It is a beautiful
musical that will certainly touch
your heart. Bring your friends and
family!

Stay tuned for our plans for the
New Year! If you have any
suggestions or ideas, please let us
know. Couples Ministry is open to
any and all couples, no age
requirement or limit! Contact us for
more information at 443-497-3205
or irwins4@aol.com.

“Gift Tree” helps

provide Christmas
for those in need!

Grab a tag or two!
By Terri Stuck

Help provide Christmas gifts for
the children of Salisbury Urban
Ministries’ Kid’s Café (16 children
ages 5 – 14) and other families in
our area. Take a tag or two from
the Gift Tree in the lobby and go
shopping!

Then, on the weekend of
December 17 – 18, bring back your
wrapped packages, with the tags
attached to the outside, and leave
them under the tree by 11 AM on
Sunday morning.

What a great way to share the
spirit of Christmas with others!

Annual Church-Wide

Christmas Dinner …

a time of fellowship,

food, and fun
By Danny Boggs

Please come and fellowship
together at our annual holiday
dinner on December 18, at 4 PM, in
Fellowship Hall. The turkey, ham,
potatoes, and stuffing will be
provided. Please bring a covered-
dish to share with your church
family.

The dinner will follow the Sunday
School Program, which starts at 3
PM in the Sanctuary. Please come
and support our children as they
share the message of Christmas and
then enjoy fellowship with your
church family.



What an exciting fall it’s
been for our new Crossroad
Connections groups! Almost 320
people participated in one of 30
groups for the six weeks of our
One Month to Live study! I
hope you heard some of the
stories that were shared during
our services on November 19
and 20, as we celebrated this
inaugural session of
Crossroad Connections.

We’ve heard how friendships
have developed between people
who didn’t know each other at the
beginning of the study.

Others have shared stories of how
the book has impacted their life.
Still others have shared how their
faith has grown and their
relationship with God has
deepened. If you’d like to share a
story about your group experience,
we would love to hear it! Please
e-mail it to me (linda-pevey@com-
cast.net) or send it to me at the
church. We would love to share
more of your stories in the coming
months.

What’s next? We are on a short
break for the month of December,
and will get started again in
January. We’re working on
requests we’ve had for a group that
meets on Friday night and for a
group that meets before Saturday
Night Lite. We hope to be able to
offer both of those to you in
January. January is an “open
enrollment” month. If you weren’t
in a group this fall, this will be
your opportunity to join one, and I
pray you will! If you were in a
group, but want to change groups,
this will also be your opportunity to
do that. The next session starts the
week of January 22. Look for our
new directory the weekend of
January 7-8.

As you know, this fall all the
groups did the same study. But in
January, the groups are choosing
their own curriculum. Some groups
have already decided to do a study
of John Ortberg’s book, Every-

body’s Normal Till You Get to

Crossroad Connections celebrates its Fall Launch!
By Rev. Linda Pevey, Pastor of Discipleship

Know Them, one of my
personal favorites. The

Saturday morning men’s group
is planning a study of Dad in

the Mirror. Another group will
be studying Adam Hamilton’s
book, 24 Hours that

Changed the World, which
takes a look at Jesus’ last
day on earth (a great study
for the season of Lent).
Several other studies are

under consideration. All the details
will be available in January.

In the meantime, I thank God for
the blessing that Crossroad
Connection groups have been for so
many people in our church,
including me! We’re off to a great
start!

Last sale
of the season!

Christmas Sweet Potato
Biscuit and Pie Sale and

Pepper Relish, too

Orders in by Monday,

December 12

Pick-up on Wednesday,

December 14

Tips on coping

with the holidays

for caregivers
By Elaine Kennedy, Parish Nurse

Holidays are bittersweet for many
caregivers. The happy memories of
the past may contrast sharply with
the difficulties of the present, and
extra demands on time and energy
can seem overwhelming. Finding a
balance between rest and activity
can help.

* Keep or adapt family traditions
that are important to you.
Remember to include the person
with memory problems or sensory
limitations, such as hearing, as
much as possible.

* Recognize that things will be
different, and be realistic about
what you can do.

* Encourage friends and family to
visit. Limit the number of visitors at
one time, and try to schedule visits
during the time of day when the
person is at his or her best.

* Avoid crowds, changes in
routine, and strange places that may
cause confusion or agitation.

* Try to position the sensory-
limited person to maximize their
ability to participate in the events
around them.

* Do your best to enjoy yourself.
Try to find time for the holiday
things you like to do.

* Ask a friend or family member
to spend time with the person while
you are out.

* Encourage physical activities.
Spend time outside when the
weather permits. Exercise often
helps everyone sleep better.

Golden Group ends

the year on a high note
By Marg Mitchell, Chairperson

In October, seventy-six friends
welcomed Fall with a covered-dish
dinner in Fellowship Hall. Everyone
enjoyed the tasty food, along with
gospel music by The Baptist Boys.

Then, it was on to Toby’s Dinner
Theatre, in Columbia, Maryland,
where we enjoyed their production
of “White Christmas”.

We look forward to more fun and
fellowship in the New Year. Plan
on joining us!



‘Twas the month before Christmas and all through Christ

Church, the people were busy, engaged in a search.

Out at the mall there were folks on the run, “Christmas is

coming, and our shopping’s not done!”

The ads on TV shout, “Get busy you fool! If you don’t

have the latest, you won’t be cool!”

All through the season, people rush and they scurry, and on

their faces I see expressions of worry.

Get the thing most expensive, to show loved ones you care.

The credit card bill? You’ll pay it next year!

Peace on earth and good will to all? There’s not much

evidence out at the mall.

The true Spirit of Christmas has gotten so rare. It’s sort of

depressing; I almost despair.

When down in the Sanctuary, I heard such commotion.

What can it be? Do you have a notion?

Why there’s music and singing and candles alight! Now, if

this is true Christmas, we might be alright!

And out in the foyer there are names on a tree. So many

children will be blessed by the likes of you and me.

If we worship together and show others we care, the true

Spirit of Christmas just might have a prayer.

So, give thanks to God for the gift most divine. Love one

another and to the poor be kind.

The most Holy Child has not lost the race. I see evidence of

Him all over this place.

And so, our dear church friends, we give thanks to you. For

you let the Spirit of Christmas come shining right

through.

It’s time to celebrate! The Christ Child is the reason. So,

Merry Christmas to you and a most blessed season.

Merry Christmas

Bill & Patti

Share this special Christmas

Season with us as we

worship together
By Terri Boggs, Worship Chairperson

The Worship Team at “a church called Christ”

extends a personal invitation to you and your

family to join us for the variety of worship

experiences we have planned for the Advent

and Christmas season.

On the weekend of December 9 – 11, please

come and share in the experience of our

dramatic musical program. We will have our

Advent services each weekend, and on

Wednesday, December 21, we will have a

special “Peaceful Night” service.

Our Christmas worship season will continue

with three Christmas Eve Candle-Lighting

Services, on Saturday, December 24, at 5 PM, 7

PM and 11 PM. We will have one service on

Sunday, December 25, at 10 AM.

Our Christmas season will continue through

the New Year’s weekend services at the regular

times and end with our Epiphany services on

the weekend of January 7 - 8.

This is such a special time of the year to share

with our church family in worship. Please share

it with us.

Christmas memory ...

What is it

that I remember

from Pastor Bill’s

message

last year

at Christmas?

It was his

telling us

of seeing

the Christmas lights

on his way

home

to Nanticoke,

and what

they meant

to him.

By: Mary McMullen



Carol Morris

Tom Riggin
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Linda Stamp
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Curtis Towers
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Glen Dodson

Brittney Keidel

Adele Good

Kimberly Sue Mason

Bill Timmons

Lynn Anderson
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Bob Jones
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Alan Dennis

Matthew Lowe

Nita Smith

Justin Shockley

Shelly Brinson

Joshua Machado

Darrell Messick

Carole Pinchak

Betty Roman

Ken Lowe

Dot Twilley

Gene Bailey

Donna Clark

Brooke Downey

Tara Wolske

Pat Zimmerman

Jeff Finney

Debbie Donaway

Roberta Emmons

Erin Mason

Eileen Lamb-Davis

Dave Inkrote

Carla Owens

Nicole Ciarapica

Daisy Werkheiser

Judy Smack

Carrie Kambarn

Brooke Lynch

Donald & Michelle Grager

Paul & Mary Clauson

Richard & Debbie Powell

Dwight & Jenny Coleman

Dana & Katrina Condron

Bill & Cathy Mears

Brownie & Rosalie Powell

12/04

12/06

12/09

12/12

12/13

12/15

12/20

Joe & Janet Benamati

Martin & Linda Mitchell

Jon & Kelly Wolske

Greg & Michele McGoogan

Greg & Denise Knowles

Harvey & Karen Timmons

Chris & Alyce Reavis

12/21

12/21

12/21

12/22

12/27

12/27

12/29

______________

Donna Anderson, Natalie Ciarapica, Glen

Dodson, Dana Condron, Tori Finney, Becky and

Carrie Kambarn, Hannah Littleton, Lorraine

Lynch, Wayne Marshall, Cherie Meienschein,

Alanna Phillips, Susan Robinson, Boone Tunney,

and Brandon and Sienna Williams for having their

pictures in The Daily Times (see the bulletin board).
______________

Samantha Johnson and the Delmar Field Hockey

team for making it to the Delaware State Field

Hockey Championship game. 
______________

Welcomed into God's family in November were

Brandon Michael Landreth, Cody Robert Landreth,

Ian Matthew Martin, and Logan James Martin.

Dear Church Family,

Words can’t express our gratitude for the

many prayers and love you all expressed in the

recent passing of our one-month-old grand-

daughter, Sophia E. Phillips. She is truly God’s

newest angel, and, hopefully, we all will join her

in Glory.

Again Thanks,

Fred and Gail Phillips

Fred and Jackie Robinson

Dear Friends at Christ UMC,

Thanks to everyone who prayed, visited, and

sent me cards. Each and every thought went to

aid in my fast recovery. I’m doing very well,

and all the doctors are pleased with my

recovery.

What a “Family” here at Christ Church.

In God’s Love,

Mike March
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18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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6:30 PM TOPS

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

6:00 PM JAM Christmas
Party

COMMUNION WEEKEND

10:30 AM UM Women Covered-Dish
Brunch Meeting

6:00 PM Saturday Nite Lite Worship

8:00 PM A A

COMMUNION WEEKEND
8:30 AM Arise Worship Service
9:45 AM Encounter Service
9:45 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 AM Adult Bible Study
11:00 AM Service of Celebration
2:30 PM Atria Caravan
6:00 PM Youth Group
6:30 PM CODA

8:00 PM AA

6:00 PM Girl Scouts

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

9:30 AM Bible Study

6:30 PM Ministry Team

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

7:30 PM SPRC Meeting

7:30 PM Clutter

5:30 PM HIW

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Alanon

6:30 PM TOPS 7:00 PM Christmas Musical 6:00 PM Christmas Musical

8:00 PM A A

8:30 AM Arise Worship Service

9:45 AM Encounter Service

9:45 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 AM Adult Bible Study
11:00 AM Service of Celebration
2:00 PM Deer's Head Ministry
6:00 PM Christmas Musical
6:30 PM CODA

8:00 PM AA

6:00 PM Girl Scouts 9:30 AM Bible Study

6:30 PM Ministry Team

7:30 PM Clutter

5:30 PM HIW

7:00 PM Alanon

7:00 PM UM Men Meeting

6:30 PM TOPS

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Pastor's
Welcome Class

MEMBERSHIP WEEKEND

BLOOD PRESSURE WEEKEND

6:00 PM Saturday Nite Lite Worship

8:00 PM A A

MEMBERSHIP WEEKEND
BLOOD PRESSURE WEEKEND
8:30 AM Arise Worship Service
9:45 AM Encounter Service
9:45 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 AM Adult Bible Study
11:00 AM Service of Celebration
3:00 PM Christmas Program
4:00 PM Christmas Dinner

6:00 PM Youth Group

6:00 PM Girl Scouts 9:30 AM Bible Study

6:00 PM Girl Scouts

6:30 PM Ministry Team

7:30 PM Clutter

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

1st Day of Winter

5:30 PM HIW

7:00 PM Alanon

7:00 PM Quiet Christmas
Worship Service

6:30 PM TOPS CHRISTMAS EVE

5:00 PM Candlelighting Service

7:00 PM Candlelighting Service

11:00 PM Candlelighting Service

CHRISTMAS DAY

10:00 AM Christmas Day Worship Service

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

6:30 PM Ministry Team

7:30 PM Clutter

5:30 PM HIW

7:00 PM Alanon

6:30 PM TOPS

7:00 PM Celebration Choir
Rehearsal

NEW YEAR'S EVE

4:00 PM - Midnight - Prayer Vigil

6:00 PM Saturday Nite Lite Worship

8:00 PM A A



Working as intimately as
we do with the young
people for such a long
time (seven years for some
youth), it becomes pretty
clear the path a young
person will take. Do we,
as youth workers, make a
difference?

I don’t know. This is a question
I’ve asked myself many times over
in my 11 years.

People, young and old, have told
me we have ... and I’d like to think
we have made a difference in at
least some of these lives. Needless
to say, it can be a very frustrating
job at times.

I’ve often described Youth
Ministry as sitting at the bottom of
a mountain road, watching a young

person drive recklessly
down, careening
around turns,
sometimes barely
making it. As a youth
leader, I’m able to
communicate with the
young driver ... but, in
reality, I can only
watch as they come

down the treacherous road of life.
Some make it cleanly, some just
make it, some ... train wreck
somewhere along the way.

Would it be nice to “save”
everyone? Yeah, it would, but God
doesn’t work like that. The bummer
about free-will, is ... it’s free-will.
People, young people included, are
free to choose the path they take.
So, we keep doing what we do,
hopefully making a difference ...

Ramblings and Meaderings
By Joel Smith, Youth Director

Making a difference

“Softball team

celebrates another

“Grand Slam” …
By Terri Stuck

With the help of our church
family and friends, The Softball
Team hit a “Grand Slam” with its
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser!
Approximately 150 dinners were
served, and the team cleared over
$750. Thanks to everyone who
supported our teams this year –
both on the field and in Fellowship
Hall!

Bring a friend

to Christ


